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Jet them be ready to eflablith union and &
! Let them name their terms, but let them be
‘ . Accept of every commercial preference itis in
. mmmg‘:fmﬁdaﬁpummrﬂ&fw

their ufe, or make forours. But let them not
think to exclude us from geing to other markets 1o
difpofe of thofe commodities wghmk they cannot ufe,
or to fupply thofc wants which they cannot fupply.
Still lefs let it be propofed that our | ies within
i his: our own territories fhall be taxed or regulated by any
wenld i vho r : power on carth but our own. The God who gave
of human nature. They know, and will | X _ uslife gave us liberty at the fame time; the hand of
fay, that kings are the fervants, not the proj , _ force may deftroy, but cannot disjoin them. This,
etors of the people. Open your brealt, fire, to libe- , . fire, is our laft, our determined refolution ; and that
ral and expanded . Let not the name of you will be pleafed to interpofe with that efficacy
George the third be 2 blot in the : of hiftory, which your earneft endeavours may enfure to procure
You are furcounded by Britith s, bnt 1 redrefs of thefe our great grievances, to quiet the
miember that they o minds of fubjeéts in Britith America, againit an
R u apprehenfions of fature encroachment, to eftabli

fraternal love and harmony through the whole em-
pire, and that thefe may continue to the lateft a

of time, is the fervent prayer of all Britifh America !

Thomas Jefferson’s Statement on Rights of Colonists (1774)

A contemporary edition (1774) of Jefferson’s pamphlet, A Summary View of the Big,hts of British America,
described as “the boldest declaration of American rights that had yet been written.” He voiced the noble
sentiment which he later expressed in the Declaration of Independence: “The God who gave us Life, gave
us Liberty at the same time.
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